
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

At St. Louis Secondary School, Carrickmacross, the Board of Management are preparing to 

welcome staff and students back to school. We look forward to greeting our current 

students and a special welcome to our new first year students.  

The following FAQ is in addition to the ‘Return to school information’ already shared with 

students and parents/guardians.  

As we are notified of any new directives from the Department of Education and Skills (DES), 

we will communicate these changes to parents/guardians and other stakeholders with in 

the school as soon as possible, through our Cadoo messaging app and also on the Covid-19 

information page on our website 

1. Will the school reopen for all year groups in August/September as planned?  

Following the governments plan for the reopening of schools, all our students will return to 

school at the end of August/beginning of September. Year group induction schedules have 

been notified by letter to parents/guardians and can be accessed on the school website 

under ‘Welcome Letter’. 

 

2. Do I wear my school uniform? 

Yes, the full uniform must always be worn by students. We have not been advised by the 

DES or HSE to do otherwise.  However the changing rooms will not be open so you must 

wear your PE uniform to school on the days you have PE only. 

  

3. What measures have St. Louis Secondary School taken to prevent the spread of Covid-

19 (Coronavirus)? 

To facilitate the safe return to school for students and staff, The Board of Management of 

St. Louis Secondary School are implementing all guidelines as recommended by the 

Department of Education and Skills in collaboration with NPHET & HSE. 

 

Preparations include: 

✓ Reconfiguring classrooms to facilitate 1m physical distancing between all students 

and teachers, 

✓ DES Covid-19 training for all teachers and other staff members, 

✓ Provision of sanitising dispensers at entry points to school, at each classroom, and 

other relevant locations throughout the school, 



✓ Extra enhanced cleaning regimes for all areas within the school, classrooms, 

corridors, toilet facilities, etc. 

✓ Designated rooms/areas and routes for all students and staff, to facilitate effective 

physical distancing throughout the day, 

✓ Extra supervision in classroom and corridor areas, 

✓ Canteen pop ups at appropriate stations in the school to facilitate at least 1m 

physical distancing and reduce queues,  

✓ Monitoring of, and procedures for admission of visitors/parents (by prior 

appointment) to the school by the Convent Main door, will ensure that all who 

approach the building, do so in accordance to our Covid-19 safety measures. (Face 

coverings, hand sanitisation, and personal distancing of 2m where possible, etc.) 

 

4. Will the school day be different than before? 

The school timetable will be much the same as normal. The ‘new normal’ in staying safe and 

implementing DES COVID-19 measures will mean that HOW we teach and learn in school 

will be different, as follows:   

➢ Each class / year group will have a designated entry and exit point to the 

school, routes to and from their assigned base classrooms, toilets, specialist 

classrooms, e.g. Art, etc. within the school. This will be fully explained to 

students on their first day into school.  

➢ Students will be assigned a base classroom and will only move between a 

small number of classrooms assigned to their specific year group and only 

move to specialist rooms when deemed essential. Teachers will move from 

class to class during the day. Reducing the movement of students greatly 

reduces the possibility of compromised social distancing in corridors, viral 

spread between different class groups and areas and facilitates effective 

contact tracing (if needed). 

➢ Students will not have the use of a locker space, as personal distancing at 

lockers rooms of at least 1m is not possible. Students should plan each day to 

bring only books/materials needed for that day to school to alleviate the 

burden of heavy schoolbags’ . It will be possible to place your books in a box 

beside your desk in your base classroom. This will have a lid but will not be 

lockable 

 

5.  Will the curriculum change due to school closures in March 2020?  

 

Individual schools have autonomy in implementing the curriculum in a way that ensures 

that all learners impacted by school closure are enabled to reconnect with and progress in 

their learning. The DES have not notified schools of curricular changes for the coming year. 

They consider that the most appropriate way to reflect the challenges that have occurred 

for students in 2019/20 and potentially in 2020/21 is to apply adjustments to the Certificate 

Examinations in 2021. These changes are outlined in the Roadmap for the full return to 

school https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b264b-roadmap-forthe-full-return-to-school/  

  



Junior Cycle   

• The number of CBA’s (classroom-based assessments) to be completed by 

students entering third year has been reduced and the dates for 

completion of some elements extended into the new school year.   

• Details relating to the Junior Cycle Examinations in 2021 will be made 

available before the start of this school year.   

  

Senior Cycle  

• The Department recognises that some changes will be required to the 

assessment arrangements for the Leaving Certificate, Leaving Certificate 

Applied and Leaving Certificate Vocational Programmes.   

• Students will be given greater choice in written examination: this 

supported through the provision of additional questions and/or 

adjustments to mandatory sections on written examination papers.  

• The dates for the issue of coursework briefs will be brought forward to 

allow for additional preparation time for teachers and students.   

• In some practical subjects, adjustments to the requirements for practical 

examinations will be made; these adjustments will reflect the need to 

manage access to equipment to complete the preparatory aspects.   

  

  Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA)  

• The curriculum and assessment arrangements for the LCA Year 1 and Year 2 

students for the school year 2020/21 is set out in The Department’s 

roadmap document for the full return to school. LCA students will not be 

attending their work placement as scheduled. However they will be 

expected to complete work related assignments from home on that day 

instead. 

  

Transition Year (TY)   

• The DES Roadmap document for the full return to school sets out how 

much of what has central value in the TY programme can continue in the 

2020/21 school year. TY year ideally placed to build on progress at junior 

cycle, allowing additional time to identify priority areas for knowledge 

and skill focus and development in senior cycle.  

  

6. Will there be any extra-curricular activities this year?  

The key focus of the Board of Management is in ensuring that all students can return to 

school safely. Schools are awaiting guidance from the Department in relation to extra-

curricular activities.   

  

 



7. Will we have P.E. classes?  

PE will be included in the timetable as normal.   Students will not be allowed to use the 

changing rooms. Students should wear their PE uniform to school on the day they are 

timetabled to have PE only. Further details will be communicated to students when they 

return in September.  

 8. What will happen with Practical Subjects such as Art, Home Economics, Music, 

etc.?  

Practical classes will proceed as normal. Students will not be allowed to share equipment 

and all school equipment will be cleaned / sanitised at the end of each class. Class groups 

will be well briefed on these changes before these classes commence.   

  

9. Will the school buses run as normal?  

The roadmap for the full return to school provides information and guidance for schools and  

school transport providers. The new rules in place for children using school transport which 

 include:  

➢ Maintain physical distancing while waiting for transport,  

➢ Always sit in pre-assigned seating and next to a sibling or student from 

your class group (This will be the same student for the year), 

➢ Use hand sanitiser on boarding the bus,  

➢ Always observe respiratory etiquette, while waiting for, and on-board, 

transport services,  

➢ Disembark the bus one by one in an orderly fashion,  

➢ All post-primary students must wear a face mask, while waiting for and 

on-board transport services; except for those children who for medical or 

special educational needs cannot wear a face mask. 

 

If I’m in school early, what areas can I go to?  

Please go to your base classroom and remain there. It will not be possible to visit the 

canteen or another classroom. 

If you live locally please come to school 10 min before the school bell.  

 

If I need to speak to a teacher who I do not have for class on that day, and I am not 

allowed to move freely around school, how can I contact that teacher?  

 

Consider if it is very necessary to speak to that teacher today and if it is, ask the teacher you 

are with at the end of class to pass a message to the teacher for you. The teacher can locate 

you if needed. You can always drop them an email. 

 

 

10. Will students in TY / LCA be able to complete work experience? 

It is highly unlikely that students will be able to undertake work experience in the early part  



of the school year. This will be kept under review as we follow advice and guidance from the 

Department of Education & Skills in this area throughout the year.  

  

11. Will there be school tours? 

It is highly unlikely that there will be school tours in the early part of the school year. Again,  

this will be kept under review as we follow advice and guidance from the Department of  

Education & Skills during the year.  

 

12. Do I have to wear a face covering in school? 

YES, all students at post primary level, apart from specific exemptions will be required to 

wear face coverings in the classroom. All staff and students using the post-primary school 

transport service will be required to wear face coverings on the bus. This was announced by 

the Minister for Education on Friday 7th August and is based on the latest health advice from 

NPHET and HSE. Face coverings are recommended that are reusable and washed once every 

day. This is consistent with the wearing of face coverings on public transport, in shops and 

indoors where a 2m physical distance cannot be maintained.  

  

13. Will the school canteen be open?  

The canteen will be open at both break and lunch time. Pop up shops will be located in 

designated parts of the school and year groups will be assigned to specific shops at break 

time. Students must text in their order to the canteen by 9am each morning. Menus will be 

displayed throughout the school. The pop up shop will only serve as a food collection point 

and for payment. This is to avoid delays and queues.  Please use a card to pay with where 

possible. We are in the process on setting up an app for the canteen where you can buy and 

pay for your food in advance. Further information will be provided in time. 

Although students have access to the school canteen, we suggest that where possible 

students bring their own lunch to school. It will also be necessary for students to label their 

water bottle to avoid any confusion. We would encourage students to purchase our new 

school personalised water bottle from our easy payments plus on the school website. These 

bottles must be ordered and paid for by Thursday 10th September and will be available by 

the end of September.  

 

14. Will we be allowed downtown at lunchtime? 

 No students will be allowed down town at lunch time as we have to maintain a ‘closed 

community’ within our school. Students who live in town and wish to go home for lunch 

must provide a note from their parents giving them permission.  

 

15. How can my parents/guardians contact the school?  

Parents/Guardians can contact the school office as normal if they wish to speak to a staff 

member or leave a message for their daughter. Parents should not arrive at the school 

without contacting the school in advance or without an appointment. It is also 

recommended that if parents/guardians are calling to the school for their appointment that 

they wear a mask or a visor. Additionally, they are required to meet with a member of the 



school staff, and to complete a contact log. This may be required for contact tracing 

purposes and will be treated with the strictest of confidentially.  

 

  

16. If I feel unwell in school, what will happen? 

Our COVID-19 school response protocol will be followed: 

➢ The student will be brought to one of the designated isolation areas in the school.  

➢ Contact the parents/guardians of that student.  

➢ Facilitate the person remaining in isolation until they are collected from school.  

➢ Support the making of arrangements for transport home or if they are too unwell to 

go home to contact 999 or 112 to advise it is a COVID-19 suspected case. Make 

arrangements for the appropriate cleaning of the isolation and work areas.   

If any aspect of the return to school is presenting any difficulty for parents / students, 

please contact the school office and all concerns will be treated with the utmost 

confidentiality. 


